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The parties and their experts met on Monday, April 24 to discuss the 
identification of Class Members whose children were released before June 26, 2018. 
Plaintiffs propose the following: 

1. The government continues to agree that it can and will produce information 
concerning any members of the expanded Class on a rolling basis. 

2. The government can undertake manual review of files while the statistical 
model is being designed and implemented. Commander White agreed with this 
approach at Monday’s meeting. 

For example. Defendants should be able to provide a list of families separated 
from April 19, 2018 to June 26, 2018, and whose children were released during this 
time. The GAO Report published in November 2018 indicates that DHS began 
tracking separated families on a more systematic basis after April 19 via databases or 
other methods. See Dkt. 397 at 4 (discussing GAO Report). Commander White 
agreed that these cases can be reviewed immediately has stated that he has begun the 
work to do so. Plaintiffs believe this list should be provided within two weeks. 

3. Defendants should provide monthly reports to the Court that provide the 
Court and Plaintiffs with a clear sense of the progress they are making, including such 
information as whether the statistical model is working; whether Commander White 
has been able to obtain the staff and resources needed; how many cases the 
government has been able to review; and whether the government is encountering 
significant obstacles. 

4. Most importantly, the identification process should go much faster than the 
one-to-two-year period that Defendants initially proposed, given what is at stake. It 
would be highly unfortunate if these families had not yet been identified 12 months 
from now. 

Plaintiffs continue to believe that the 3-month period they proposed is realistic, 
if the matter is treated with the same urgency that the initial reunifications were 
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treated. In the interest of compromise, however, Plaintiffs propose that Defendants 
substantially complete the identification process within three to six months. 
Commander White stated at Monday’s meeting that he hoped the task could be 
completed in far less than 12-24 months and closer to the 3-6 month timeframe 
proposed by Plaintiffs. Defendants have nonetheless stated that they do not agree to a 
fixed deadline and want to maintain the 12-24 month timeframe. 

Plaintiffs believe that the firm 14 and 30-day deadlines set by the Court during 
the initial post-June 26 reunification process was critical to the completion of that 
task, and that had Defendants instead been able to propose their own time frame, the 
task would have taken considerably longer. Indeed, there can be little doubt that 
Defendants would not have placed themselves under those 14 and 30-day deadlines. 

Accordingly, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court set a firm deadline of 
6 months, but also urge Commander White to finish the task well before 6 months. If, 
however, the Court is not inclined at this point to set a firm deadline. Plaintiffs 
strongly urge the Court to reject the 12-24 month framework and set a goal for 
Defendants of 3-6 months. And if the Court takes this latter approach of setting goals 
rather than a firm deadline. Plaintiffs believe it is essential that Defendants alert the 
Court in its monthly reports whether it believes it will need significantly more than 6 
months, so that the parties and Court can convene again to explore quicker alternative 
ways of accomplishing this task. 
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Dated: April 25, 2019 
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with the Clerk for the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
California by using the appellate CM/ECF system. A true and correct copy of this brief 
has been served via the Court’s CM/ECF system on all counsel of record. 


/s/ Lee Gelemt _ 

Lee Gelemt, Esq. 
Dated: April 25, 2019 






